
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
We are very aware from the stores, the newspaper ads and the television  
commercials that Christmas is coming. Personally, I was surprised when I turned 
on the truck’s radio on November 1

st
 hit the seek button and the next station said 

that it was “Your official Christmas music station.” I’ll say it again. It was  
November 1, the day after Halloween. Our culture completely blew past All 
Saints’ Day and Thanksgiving. 
 
In the life of the church we have two major days and one season to address  
before we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. The two days we will celebrate are 
Thanksgiving and Christ the King Sunday. The season, of course, is Advent. 
 
Thanksgiving is a day that is recognized in our culture. It is celebrated even by 
those who may not have any religious leanings at all. In the secular world it is a 
festival of the bountiful harvest and the goodness of the earth. In the religious 
aspects of our culture we recognize the source of the bounty and the goodness 
as God’s gifts to us. We celebrate the many blessings we have received through 
God’s merciful and loving hand.  
 
By comparison, the secular culture would not pay any attention to Christ the King 
Sunday. However, it is very important for us in the church. It is the day we  
recognize the Lordship of Christ due to his birth, death, and resurrection. We are 
specifically reminded of his full humanity and divinity and what he has  
accomplished for us.  This year particularly we are reminded in the Gospel of 
Matthew of who he is through an unexpected individual. We see Jesus through 
the eyes of the thief on the cross who acknowledges his kingship. It is important 
for us to see him in this way before we begin the season of Advent. 
 
Advent is a time within the church that we are reminded that Jesus will come 
again. He will return, not as a child, but as the Judge at the Last Day. Therefore, 
we are to be prepared. In fact, the last three verses of the first reading for the 
First Sunday of Advent this year are from Matthew. They read as follows: 
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 
come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of 
night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his 
house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 
come at an hour when you do not expect him.” As we can see Advent is a time to 
be watchful and ready to greet our Lord and Savior when he returns. 
 
The point is that we have a great deal of celebrating and preparation to do before 
Christmas. I hope we will take these opportunities to reflect on the many  
blessings we have received from our heavenly Father. He has provided our basic 
need for sustenance. He has given us the incredible gift of his Son who offered 
his life for us, and our Father has planned for the day when Jesus will come 
again and bring us into the heavenly kingdom. How incredible our heavenly  
Father truly is! 
 
To God our Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
 
Father Bill+ 
 

 

Daily Prayers 
 

Most merciful God, please 
open our Spirits to your 

Holy Spirit, using us as you 
will, to grow this church in 
your kingdom, in Christ’s 

name we pray.  Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
“Therefore keep watch,  

because you do not know 
on what day your Lord will 

come. But  understand 
this: If the owner of the 

house had known at what 
time of night the thief was  

coming, he would have 
kept watch and would not 

have let his house be  
broken into. So you also 
must be ready, because 

the Son of Man will come 
at an hour when you do 

not expect him.” 
 

Matthew 24:42-44 

 

December 2019 

 

St. Bartholomew’s Church 



Special Events for December   :    Mark Your Calendars 
 

Dec 1
st 

– Sunday, Regular service schedule. Season of Advent begins. 
 
Dec 3

rd
 – Tuesday, 6:15 pm – Young Adult gathering – We will gather in the library for a discussion. In  
keeping with our usual activities, we will go to one of the local restaurants for appetizers and beverages. 

 
Dec 5

th
 – Thursday – 11:00 am – Coker reading Day Luncheon. We will be hosting the students and staff  

 of Coker for the last Thursday meal for this year. We are preparing chili, turkey noodle soup, and  
 cornbread. Weather permitting we will be on the front lawn. Please come and assist in setting up  
 and meeting the students and staff.  
 
Dec 5

th
 – Thursday, 4:00 pm – The Finance Committee will meet in Father Bill’s Office. 

 
Dec 7

th
 – Saturday, 7:30 pm – Coker College Christmas Choral Concert at St. Bartholomew’s. Please  

 plan to attend this wonderful concert of the Coker Choir led by Dr. Jerron Jorgensen. It will  
 definitely lift one’s spirits in preparation for the holiday season. 
 
Dec 8

th
 – Sunday, 3:30 pm – Coker College Christmas Choral Concert Matinee – In case you are unable  

 to attend Saturday evening’s concert the Coker Choir is offering this matinee performance.  
 
Dec 8

th
 - Sunday immediately following the 10:30 service - Vestry in the library. 

 
Dec 8

th
 - Sunday, 1:30 pm – 3

rd
 Confirmation Class. 

 
Dec 12

th
 – Thursday – Father Bill to Diocesan Council meeting in Charleston. 

 
Dec 14

th
 – Saturday – 6:30 pm - Young Adult gathering – We are meeting at the home of Skip Gering for  

 dinner and conversation along with Bishop Lawrence. Many thanks to Skip for the wonderful invitation. 
 
Dec 15

th
 – Sunday – 9:30 am and 10:30 am – At 9:30 we will have a parish conversation with Bishop  

 Lawrence to discuss the importance of Evangelism to communities in the Pee Dee region. This  
 discussion will be followed by a service of confirmation and the Holy Eucharist in the sanctuary.  
 Please plan to attend both of these events. 
 

Dec 16
th
 – Monday - 11:00 - We will be holding our monthly service at Carolina Bay. Like the residents  

 at Morningside, the residents at Carolina Bay are truly very special people. They also require  
  assistance with the service bulletins. Like Morningside, a kind word and a smile goes a long way  
  in this ministry.  
 
Dec 24

th
 – Tuesday – Christmas Eve - 5:30 pm - Christmas Eve Family service 

            11:00 pm - Midnight Christmas Eve Service 
 
Wed, Dec 25

th
 – Christmas Day, 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 

 
Thursday, Dec 26

th
 - 11:00 am - We will be holding our monthly service at Morningside. The residents  

  are truly very special people. Sometimes they need assistance with the service bulletins. A kind  
  word and a smile goes a long way in this ministry.  
 
Sunday, Dec 29

th
 – Service Schedule -   8:00 am - Holy Eucharist I 

                                                                10:30 am - Holy Eucharist II 
                             5:30 pm - NO By Design Service 
 
Wed, Jan 1

st
 – Office Closed – Happy New year.  (no noon service) 

 
Sunday, Jan 5

th
 – Service Schedule -   8:00 - Morning Prayer II 

                                               10:30 - Lessons and Carols 
                                      5:30 - NO By Design 

 



Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

As you receive this letter the Finance Committee and the Vestry are beginning to 
make plans for 2020 based on the pledges and our income from investments. We  
appreciate everyone who has informed us of the amount they intend to give to St. 
Bartholomew’s for the year ahead. That knowledge really assists us in planning for 
our future. 
 

In fact, at our Vestry meeting on December 8
th
 we will have a planning session to  

review our future needs for ministry for our church family and in the community. We 
will also prepare a working budget for 2020 that will be reviewed and passed by the 
new Vestry elected in January. We ask for your prayers for guidance and wisdom as 
we begin this process. 
 

If by chance someone did not receive a pledge card and would like to make a pledge, 
cards are available in the church office. We hope everyone remembers that  
stewardship is not just a fund raising campaign of the church once a year.  
Stewardship is our way of life as we respond to God’s call to minister in the world with 
our abilities, our time and our finances. As we have heard many times, stewardship is 
all that we are and all that we have all of the time.  
 

Peace in Christ Jesus our Lord,  Father Bill+ 

 

The Young Adult group held two meetings in November. The meetings were held on 
the 5

th
 and the 19

th
. Both meetings were our regular discussion at the church with our 

Q & A concerning issues of life, the scriptures, and other various topics. At the end of 
the meetings the group went to local restaurants for dinner and more conversation. All 
Young Adults from 21 to 40 are invited to attend. The meeting dates for December are 
the 3

rd
 and the 14

th
. On the 14

th
 we have been invited to Skip Goering’s home for  

dinner. Please let us know if you are able to attend. We need a head count.   
 

Confirmation Classes began on November 3
rd

. We have two young ladies, Sarah 
Cate Henderson and Mary Clare Pennington, who will be confirmed on December 15

th
 

at the annual Bishop’s Visitation. Please make sure to mark this date on your  
calendar and celebrate the confirmation of these two young ladies. 
 

The Finance Committee met on November 7
th
. The main work of this committee is to 

assist the Vestry in the stewardship of the church finances. At this particular meeting 
the committee reviewed the finances to date through October 2019 and began  
planning for 2020. The members of this committee are Father Bill; Betty Corning,  
Senior Warden; Keith Williamson, Treasurer; Jack Holt, Vestry member; and Alice 
Rumpf, past treasurer and lay person. Please continue to pray for God’s guidance for 
the members of this committee. 
 

Following the By Design service on November 10
th
 those who attended had a special 

opportunity for fellowship in the parish hall. A meal of chili and cornbread with an  
array of sweets was provided. Please join us for these wonderful opportunities of  
fellowship. The meal in December will be on December 22

nd
. 

 

The Parish Life commission is still sponsoring refreshments after the 10:30 service 
in the Narthex. Lauri McLeland designed a participant list for 2019 and is asking for 
participation updates as she prepares for 2020. This ministry provides an opportunity 
for us to have some wonderful fellowship together after Sunday worship. Please  
continue to assist us in this ministry. 
 

We also want to thank everyone who assisted with the Soup Kitchen and the Bag 
Lunch Ministries. Our day for the Soup kitchen for November was Friday the 22

nd
. 

The dates for the bag lunch ministry were packing on the 21
st
 and distribution on the 

22
nd

. Seventy bags were made for distribution.  
 

Father Bill conducted services for the ongoing ministry to the residents of  
Morningside and The Retreat at Carolina Bay. A total of twenty-two people  
attended the services this past month. The dates for December are Morningside on 
the 26

th
 and Carolina Bay on the 16

th
. The two groups of residents are truly  

wonderful. Some of the residents have problems keeping their place in the service. A 
beautiful way to minister to them would be to come and assist them with the bulletin 
and the song sheets.  

Outreach 
Opportunities 

 

THE SOUP KITCHEN 
Currently we do 
not have a con-
firmed date for 
the Soup  
Kitchen. We will 
keep you  
informed of the 
date as soon as we receive it. 
If you are interested in  
serving as a member of this 
ministry, please contact Betty 
Corning. Her number is  
(843) 332-0163 

 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S 
BAG LUNCH MINISTRY  
 
As many of you are aware we 
continue to pack bag lunches and 
deliver them to the Soup Kitchen 
during the last week of the 
month.  
 

Pack the bags –  
Thursday, December 19th.   
 
Deliver Bags to the Soup  
Kitchen - Friday, December 20 
the bags have to be delivered by 
11:00 am, and you stay and hand 
them out.   
 

We need: 

• Packers on Thursday – 
We pack 70 bags. We 
usually pack the bags  
Thursday at 4:00pm. 
Please call or email to 
confirm. 

 

• Deliverers to the Soup 
Kitchen on Friday morning 
(by 11am).  

 
If you are able to assist in this 

ministry, please contact 
Audrey at the office  

843-332-8765.  

 Parish Activities Reports for November

 A Note on Stewardship



ATTENDANCE:  October 25th to November 20th, 2019 
 

10/27 HE I    8:00            15 Pentecost 20 
HE II   10:30             42   
By Design   5:30            11 

10/02 HE II/Healing No service 
11/03 HE I    8:00            11 Pentecost 21 

HE II  10:30             47  
By Design    5:30              8  

11/06  HE II/Healing   No service 
11/07    Morningside      11:00            14 
11/10 HE I    8:00            10 Pentecost 22 

HE II   10:30             44  
By Design    5:30            15  

11/13  HE II/Healing   No Service 
11/14 Carolina Bay 11:00  8 
11/17 HE I    8:00            11 Pentecost 23 

HE II   10:30             55  
By Design    5:30              7  

11/20 HE II/Healing 12:00  3  

 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST - Father Bill is seeking individuals who are interested in developing a Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast at the church one morning a week. The purpose of this group is to promote fellowship, increase our 
knowledge and love of God, and, of course, enjoy some good food. If you are interested in participating in this ministry 
please contact Father Bill at the office or on his cell phone. 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY – We would like to offer a Men’s Bible Study for our members and friends. We are going to have 
a quick meeting after the 10:30 service on December 1

st
 to determine a day of the week and the time of the meeting. 

For further information please contact Jacob Godwin or Father Bill. 
 

STAAR LEARNING ACADEMY – STAAR stands for Students Achieving Academic Readiness with STEAM. This  
program will be held at Thornwell Elementary School. They are seeking community volunteers Monday through  
Thursday. A person can volunteer for any time from 2:30 pm to 5:00pm in the following areas. They are: distribution of 
snacks, monitoring and assisting students during homework sessions, monitoring and assisting students during  
enrichment activities, and assist/and/or sponsor and enrichment club(s). A person doesn’t have to work the entire two 
and a half hours or volunteer for a whole week. They can specify certain days and hours they are available. This  
program is a great way for us to serve the children in our community. Through this outreach program we can have an 
impact on the lives of 75 students. Please consider volunteering for some time during this program. It will run for 30 
weeks  
 

CHURCH SERVICE CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 

Sunday, Dec. 1
st
     8:00   Holy Eucharist I 

                  10:30  Holy Eucharist II 
        5:30  By Design 
 

Wed, Dec. 4
th
        12:00   HE II 

 

Sunday, Dec. 8
th
    8:00   Holy Eucharist I 

                10:30   Holy Eucharist II 
       5:30   By Design 
 

Wed, Dec. 11
th
      12:00  HE II 

 

Sunday, Dec. 15th   9:30  Visitation with the Bishop 
                 10:30  Confirmation and Eucharist 
 

Wed, Dec. 18
th
      12:00  HE II 

 

Sunday, Dec. 22
nd

   8:00  Holy Eucharist I 
                 10:30  Holy Eucharist II 
        5:30  By Design 
 

Wed, Dec 24
th
     5:30  Christmas Eve Family service 

              11:00   Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
 

Thur, Dec 25
th
         10:00  Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 

 

Sunday, Dec. 29
th
     8:00   Holy Eucharist I 

                    10:30   Holy Eucharist II 
          5:30   No By Design Service 
 
 

Wed, Jan, 1
st
        No midweek service. Happy New Year! 

 
Sunday, Jan. 5

th
    8:00 Morning Prayer II 

                10:30  Lessons and Carols 
       5:30  No By Design 


